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FROM the PRESIDENT 
Rethinking Tech 

in a 2.0 World
With the advent of Web 2.0 tools 
being used in schools, many of are 
rethinking our use of social net-
working tools.  Will Richardson’s 
keynote address really brought that 
message home for me.
 When we started publishing 
our first version of a school web 
site, students created the pages 
in an advanced computer class.  I 
remember an administrator saying 
something to the effect that we bet-
ter watch what students are putting 
on the web page.  I guess they were 
afraid students would put some 
scathing editorial online or post an 
inappropriate image or something.
 In some ways this hasn’t 
changed.  Certainly more and more 
of us are recognizing that these on-
line tools are a great way to encour-
age student creativity and critical 
thinking.  When the audience 
becomes global, things certainly do 
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By Peter Mullen

 For the ninth con-
secutive year, ACTEM 
honored four excep-
tional Maine educators 
for their commitment 
to using educational 
technology to impact 
student learning.  David 
Trask and Ann Marie 
Quirion Hutton of 
Union 52 were selected 
as 2007 Educators of 
the Year. Yarmouth 
High School’s Alice Barr and the team of 
Megan Rice and Rod Corey of Harrison 
Middle School were named Runner-ups.

DAVID TRASK 
 According to Vassalboro Commu-
nity School Principal Kevin Michaud, it 
isn’t hard to get David Trask to do any-
thing. And that is just one of the charms 
that earned Trask the 2007 ACTEM 
Educator of the Year award. 
 “If you had to dig a hole, all you 
have to do is walk by David’s room with 

a shovel on your shoulder,” said 
Michaud. “Pretty soon he will fol-
low you outside, ask what you are 

doing, and get involved.”
     Trask takes the same 
approach to technology. 
He has become one of 
the most innovating 
Technology Coordi-
nators in the state 
putting together 
a network and an 

arsenal of technology for his staff and 
students that takes advantage of what is 
available for little or no cost.
 “David is frugal and that has led 
him to cutting edge technology,” said 
Michaud. “Everyone comes at him all 
day long. He is a problem solver and he 
looks for the challenge.”
 It’s not just Maine that has taken 
note of Trask’s abilities. He helps run 
the successful FOSSED (Free and Open 
Source Software for Education) institute 
at Gould Academy each summer which 
has now also expanded to a New Hamp-
shire site as well. In addition, Ubuntu, 
a source of the free Linux operating 
system, has sponsored trips for Trask to 
California and Spain in the past year. In 
each event he shared information with 
others as well as brought information 
back to share. In each case, it was also 
an interdisciplinary adventure for his 
school. He blogged about his trips, up-
loaded pictures, made YouTube videos 
and even posted daily questions the 
students had to research and answer.

ACTEM Honors Technology 
Educators of the Year

Educator

(cont. on page 8)

Educator of the Year David 

Trask (r) problem solving with 

Trey Bachner in Augusta.

Educator of the year Ann Marie Quirion 

Hutton with Gail Garthwait and 

ACTEM President Vincent Vanier

(cont. on page 11)
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ActemShare 
founder 

Sharon Betts 
presenting at the 

MAINEd 
Conference 

Oct. 12 
ACTEMShare 
Virtual Community 
Growing
By Sharon Betts

Although the ACTEM List has 
served us well for many years, 
and will continue to be a 

primary mode of communication, the 
new ActemShare has been launched 
to extend our rich conversations.  This 
community is located on the Ning 
network at http://actemshare.ning.com 
and is open to all ACTEM members.  
 Why start a new community?  Here 
are a few of the features offered that are 
not available on an email list:
• Full message center with address 

book importing from Gmail, Yahoo 
Mail, and Hotmail. 

• See which members of your network 
are online now. 

• Customizable individual profile 
pages with blogs. 

• Photo slideshows, video players, 
music players, and network badges, 
that can be embedded anywhere on 
the Internet, seamlessly funneling 
new people to your network. 

• Members can set different pri-
vacy settings for every photo, video, 
group, or blog post they contribute. 

• RSS feeds of your network’s fea-
tures, such as members, discussions, 
photos, videos, music/podcasts, and 
blog posts.

 At press time we had 82 members 
and the conversations are beginning 
to thrive.  Some of the recent activities 
include “Where and How to Con-
nect,” images from MAINEd, and the 
formation of three new groups. We, as 
technology educators, face a daunt-
ing task in moving our students and 
teachers into a technology-rich future. 
It is impossible to do on our own, but 
through sharing of lessons and ideas 
we can begin to move forward. I think 
Shawn Kimball (Glenburn tech integra-
tor) said it best in a forum post:
 “Our members are world leaders 
in the free and open source software 
(FOSS) movement. ACTEM has several 
people sharing educational podcasts for 
the world to see and hear. Students of 
our members are broadcasting keynote 
speeches by the world leaders in the 
field. Apple, Linux, NoteShare, and 
Moodle experts work among us. Just 
imagine how great an impact our group 

can have on moving technology literacy 
into the 21st century if we spread our 
wings beyond our fall conference, 
personal blogs, and very active ACTEM 
Listserve.
 We must share our lessons, creative 
ideas, blogs, wikis, and school/technol-
ogy websites. We must make Actem-
Share the portal to all the resources that 
any teacher would ever need. We must 
reach out beyond technology educa-
tors if we wish to have any impact on 
today’s students. We must promote our 
21st century literacy vision to classroom 
teachers who have a greatere ability 
to impact local students, families, and 
communitites.
 Social networks take on a life of 
their own and provide an opportunity 
for everyone to become engaged. One 
can be involved in so many ways; each 
finding her/his own comfort level. So-
cial networks are about being connected 
to content, ideas, and people.”
  If you are not a member, consider 
joining.  If you are, help to increase our 
content by posting lesson ideas, tips for 
success and questions.  Help us make 
ActemShare worthy of its name. http://
actemshare.ning.com

Infinite Campus 
Early Maine 
Adopters Featured

Dennis Crowe (MSAD #6 Bonny 
Eagle) and Michael Dunn 
(SAD 17 Oxford Hills) were 

featured in the fall 2007 edition of “The 
Infinite Campus” magazine in an article 
entitled “Blazing the Trail.”  The article 
emphasizes the methodical process 
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Dennis began in the spring of 2005 to 
find the best available SIS for his large 
district.
 “While I was searching for an SIS 
system, I attended NECC in Philadel-
phia in June 2005 and was referred 
to Infinite Campus,” Dennis related. 
“After seeing its capabilities, I knew it 
was an outstanding product and was 
immediately interested.”
 The district search committee com-
prised of administrators, school board 
members, teachers, secretaries, tech-
nology staff and a parent reviewed all 
systems used in Maine as well as a few 
select out-of-state vendors. Bonny Eagle 
settled on two finalists: PowerSchool, 
who had a strong base of Maine installs, 
and Minnesota-based Infinite Campus. 
At that time the closest school district 
using Infinite Campus was in New York 
State.
 Part of the thorough decision-
making process for MSAD #6 involved 
speaking with schools using Infinite 
Campus in other states. Dennis also vis-
ited the corporate office in Minnesota.
 “At the time we looked at Infi-
nite Campus it was the best choice for 
our district,” Dennis noted. “Besides 
flexibility, Infinite’s intent is to offer a 
variety of modules included in a base 
price.” Final committee vote: 15-1.
 After taking the system live in 
August 2006, there were some initial 
problems interfacing with MEDMS but 
these were all worked out and uploads 
to the state were made in plenty of time. 
Now, sixteen months later, Dennis is 
satisfied the work of his SIS selection 
committee served his district well.
 Dennis Crowe brought Infinite 
Campus to the attention of Michael 
Dunn who, like Bonny Eagle, had been 
using a system called iStars. was at that 
time being used by only three Maine 
districts. “When I first saw Infinite 
Campus demonstrated I saw that tre-
mendous thought had been given to the 
database structure,” Mike noted in the 
article.
 After further evaluation, SAD 17 
also selected Infinite Campus, also 

going live in August 2006. SAD 17 
wondered if an out-of-state vendor 
could provide effective support for 
the product. To date they have been 
satisfied. “Several staff pulled me aside 
to say how much they liked Campus. 
It’s been really nice to hear this,” Mike 
Dunn remarked. 
 The state of Maine has indicated 
interest in purchasing Infinite Campus 
State Edition. This allows districts to 
implement a completely new student 
information system for complete elec-
tronic transfer of information to a state 
database. It is believed that the state 
will be purchasing the state edition to 
replace MEDMS and will pay for the lo-
cal edition for all Maine school districts 
chosing to make the switch to Infinite 
Campus. The MEDMS replacement is 
scheduled to rollout in August, 2008.

ACTEM Active in New 
England ISTE

ACTEM’s Dennis Crowe is one 
of three charged with drafting 
preliminary by-laws for the 

young New England ISTE affiliate or-
ganization. Dennis and Craig Dickinson 
journeyed to Brattleboro, VT for meet-
ings on November 16-17. All six New 
England states were represented.
 Kennebunkport will be the site of 
the next NEISTE meeting on March 14-
15, hosted by ACTEM. 
 Officers were decided upon in 
Brattleboro, with Vermont’s Peter 
Drescher designated as chairman for 
this academic year. An ACTEM rep-

resentative will serve in the chairman 
capacity for the academic year 2008-09. 
Group leadership will rotate annually. 
Part of the development plan for the 
group is to make NEISTE an official 
ISTE affiliate.
 Leveraging the K-12 population of 
the combined six states to negotiate bet-
ter pricing from vendors is one NEISTE 
goal. ACTEM offered any NEISTE 
member the opportunity to join in our 
monthly Parallels purchasing where 
pricing for all is determined by the ag-
gregate order for the month. Aggregate 

Dennis Crowe 
(right) represented 
ACTEM at the Brat-
tleboro 
NEISTE meeting. 

regional purchases for netTrekker and 
FirstClass were also discussed.
 It was decided that NEISTE 
membership would be based upon the 
original intent of ISTE affiliates with 
organizations from each state compris-
ing official members. Currently there 
are seven ISTE affiliate organizations in 
New England, the six state technology 
organizations and the Rhode Island 
Educational Media Association. Each 
group will have two voting seats on the 
Board of Directors. State technology 
coordinators were added as non-voting 
members. 
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BRVS Students Earn Their 
Own Computer

Donations from a local company 
have proved highly motivating 
for juniors and seniors in Dean 

Emmerson’s computer technologies 
program at the Bath Regional Vocational 
Center. When students successfully com-
plete the course, they keep the computer 
assigned to them. Burgess Computer has 
agreed to donate a new computer and 
a clean copy of MS Windows XP Pro to 
each of the students enrolled in the pro-
gram for the next two years.
 The program offers students the op-
portunities to learn basic skills needed to 
become a computer technician. Just over 
half of Dean’s graduating students have 
gone on to college, most in a computer-
related field of study.
 BRVS is connected to Morse High 
School and serves students from Lincoln 
Academy, Wiscasset High School, and 
Boothbay Region High. There are about 
1,000 computer users on-site and more 
than 400 computers.
 Dean’s students have the opportu-
nity to troubleshoot Morse High comput-
ers. “Teachers commonly call to see if 
one of my students is available to lend a 
hand with a technology issue,” he relates. 
“After being in the program for awhile, 
students begin to seek out opportunities 
to assist around the school. The applied 
learning opportunities make the dif-
ference for many students, as they get 
to work with computers and networks 
while supporting end users in a real 
world environment.  They gain tremen-
dous self-confidence from working on the 
helpdesk and from assisting the Com-
puter Information Services team with 
hardware and software deployments.” 
Dean and his students were featured in a 
Portland Press Herald article on Novem-
ber 28.  

Maine Presents at 
NH Conference

ACTEM was well-represented on 
the program for the 21st Christa 
McAuliffe Technology Confer-

ence in Nashua.
  Sharon Betts, Sherry Knowles, Bob 
Sprankle, Alice Barr and Cheryl Oakes all 
presented sessions.
 You can find many of the seesions 
podcast at bobsprankle.com/bitbybit . 
Jeff Lebow upstreamed many sessions 
which are located at www.edtechtalk.com 
website.
 Sharon Betts presented two differ-
ent sessions. Cheryl , Bob and Alice had 
a share-a-thon session about blogging as 
a professional conversation. Cheryl , Bob 
and Alice also hung out at the bloggers 
corner. 
 Conference resources are located at  
http://www.nhcmtc.org/.

ACTEM Offers 
NECC Hotel 
Block

A special ACTEM 
housing reservation 
form and details for 

NECC 2008 in San Antonio 
are available on the ACTEM 
website under “Recent 

News.”  ACTEM has reserved a block of 
rooms at the San Antonio Marriott River-
center. The special ACTEM form may be 
printed and faxed to the NECC Hous-
ing Service. The form is also available 
through the ISTE website (www.iste.org).
 ACTEM has 25 rooms available each 
night, June 29-July 2. Unused room will 
be returned to the pool on April 18, 2008. 
There is no penalty for cancellation or 
change prior to April 18. After that date 
cancellations and changes are subject to a 
$150 ISTE charge as well as hotel charges.
 By December 1 NECC housing was 
more than 80% sold out, with more than 
half of those reservations held in affiliate 
blocks. ISTE has made a special request 
for affiliates to return some unreserved 
rooms by February 15. Please make your 

reservations as soon as pos-
sible.
 ACTEM thanks Lynne 
Moulton and Dennis 
Crowe for their assistance 
with submission of our 
housing request last Au-
gust.

Rates
Single Room $179

Double Room $189
Triple Room $209
Quad Room $229



Electronic Educator  December 2007    5

ISTE-Johns Hopkins 
On-line Graduate 
Program 
By Susan Stilwell, MSAD 5

When I was at NECC 2006 
in San Diego, I attended a 
session from ISTE & John 

Hopkins University (JHU) School of 
Education about an 18-credit online 
graduate certificate in Administration 
and Supervision 
with an emphasis 
on educational 
technology. This 
program prepares 
aspiring adminis-
trators and supervi-
sors with effective 
strategies and tools 
for ensuring that all 
students succeed, 
including those 
with diverse learn-
ing needs. 
 Upon suc-
cessful completion 
of the year-long 
certificate program 
that combines five 
online courses 
offered in eight-
week segments, a 
customized three-credit internship, and 
face-to-face work sessions, participants 
earn the 18-credit certificate from Johns 
Hopkins University and are prepared 
to meet the standards of the Interstate 
School Leaders Licensure Consortium 
(ISLLC), Educational Leadership Con-
stituents Council (ELCC), and ISTE’s 
National Educational Technology Stan-
dards (NETS) for administrators.
 I was really interested in the pro-
gram because it could be done online 
with a co-hort group. For me to do a 
similar program I was going to have to 
travel two hours each way. The other 
thing I liked about this program was 
its connection to ISTE. I applied for the 
program and was accepted. 
 The difficult part of the program is 

working on your internship for admin-
istration while working on classes and 
working on the ISTE internship and 
trying to do your job at the same time. It 
takes a significant amount of planning. 
Everything in the internship has to be 
documented. People in the program 
must have access to a school and have 
an administrator willing to serve as 
your mentor. The other drawback to the 
program is its cost. I get billed for two 
classes, three times during the year. The 

cost for each pair of 
classes is $3000.
 ...... The best part 
of the program is 
the great educa-
tional discussion 
with people from 
around the country 
and the world. My 
co-hort has people 
in it from 26 states 
and 5 different 
countries. This 
gives a totally dif-
ferent perspective 
to education. I have 
been in contact 
with one of my 
classmates from 
a school system 
in New Mexico 
that has 1200 

teachers! They are interested in going 
1-1 with laptops starting in 6th grade. I 
have given him information about how 
the statewide program has worked in 
Maine. It is interesting to talk to people 
about issues that are the same regardless 
where you are and regional differences.
 The other thing I really liked is at 
NECC 2007 we got to all the people in 
the upper levels of ISTE Don Knezek 
(ISTE CEO), Trina Davis, President and 
others. Application deadline is 4/11/08 
for the next co-hort. If you are interested 
plan to attend NECC in San Antonio 
(ACTEM booked a block of rooms). For 
more info go to the JHU website http://
education.jhu.edu/otherspecializations/
iste/   or feel free to email me: sstilwell@
msad5.org

ACTEM Software
& Training

FirstClass Developer Training:  
ACTEM hopes to offer specific 
FirstClass training (all day, free 

for ACTEM members) training on us-
ing Designer and the new Workflow/
Conference Rules this winter. Watch 
the ACTEMList and website for details 
or email dennis.kunces@maine.gov or 
cdickinson@actem.org. 

Special FirstClass Pricing: 
ACTEM plans to offer special 

pricing for FirstClass new licenses, 
archiving and add-on products begin-
ning by Feb.1 and lasting til mid-June. 
Special pricing will not include mainte-
nance renewals.

Origin Instruments’ 
GhostReader and Adaptive 
Hardware for Mac & PC: 

ACTEM offers reduced pricing on 
GhostReader, a multilingual text to 
speech solution for Mac OS X. Origin 
Instruments (www.orin.com) onscreen 
keyboards for Mac or PC and a variety 
of accessibility tools may be ordered 
from ACTEM.

Inspiration and Kidspiration 
Lab Packs, Singles:  ACTEM 

now offers discounted pricing on Inspi-
ration, Inc. single boxed editions, and lab 
packs of 5, 10 and 20. Details available 
on the Software Page at www.actem.org.

       NoteShare Server:  ACTEM will
          offer NoteShare Server at a very 
reasonable price in January 2008. 
NoteShare Server is not a school-wide 
solution. It handles approximately 36 
concurrent users and is meant to sup-
port one or two classrooms at a time.

Program requirements
You must already have a 
master’s degree to apply.

I attended NECC ‘07 in Atlanta and 
two days of pre-conference face-to-
face meeting with the cohort class.

I have to complete an internship 
through ISTE. My internship is 
with Susan Larson who is the 
affiliate coordinator for ISTE. 

I am helping write articles for the 
ISTE Newsletter about what is hap-

pening at the local levels. I have 
submitted my first article, which is 

all about ACTEM. 

I will be at NECC 2009 and 
be part of a poster session. 
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Conference luminaries: 
keynote Will Richardson, 

Conference Chair 
Gary Lanoie, “Wiki” Vicki 

Davis of Georgia

Neither rain, nor thunder, nor a 
90-minute wireless outage could 
dampen the spirits of 740 par-

ticipants and 130 exhibitors who flocked 
to Augusta October 12th for the 20th 

MAINEducation conference. Since 1998 the 
conference has been sponsored and coordi-
nated by ACTEM.
 Over 320 participants completed the 
online survey following the conference. 
One question asked, “Overall, based on 
your total experience at the conference, 
will you attend or recommend someone 
else attend next year?”  Nearly 98% re-
sponded “Yes.”
 Gary Lanoie, Technology Coordinator 
for Cape Elizabeth, chaired the conference 
committee for the second consecutive year. 
Under Gary’s direction in 2006, three pre-
conference Thursday workshops proved 
popular with 49 participants. This year 
126 attended eight three-hour workshops 
on Thursday. Responding to the survey, 
52% of pre-conference attendees rated the 
workshops “excellent” and 35% “very 
good.”
 The second-annual ACTEM Educator 
of the Year banquet was held this year on 
Thursday evening at the Civic Center for 
90 attendees. ACTEM President Vincent 
Vanier served as Master of Ceremonies. 
The three former ACTEM Presidents-- Bob 
Stackpole, John Lunt, and Gary Lanoie—
also attended.
 Featuring a nationally-recognized 
keynote speaker to set the tone for Friday 

has proved popular the last two years. Al-
most 90% of survey participants rated Will 
Richardson’s “excellent” or “very good.” 
 “The 2008 Committee is already scout-
ing keynotes,” Gary noted. “Cheryl Oakes 
and Bob Sprankle were impressed with 
Tim Tyson at the Christa McAuliffe Confer-
ence, and Craig Dickinson and I attended 
Marco Torres’ excellent keynote at Mass-

CUE. Bringing a noted educator to Maine 
to keynote our conference is a top priority.”
 Another popular innovation this year 
was the lunchtime sessions where attend-
ees had the option of taking a box lunch 
to a session. Participants enthusiastically 
endorsed both the topics and the concepts. 
“The conference lunch is always a logisti-
cal challenge,” said Gary Lanoie, who 
himself never had time to eat. “We served 
825 lunches but the dining room holds less 
than 450.”
 Wireless network performance once 
again received the lowest marks from 
survey-takers (see sidebar: “Conference 

Network Issues Again-The Real Story).
 Responding to the survey question 
“What did you like best about the confer-
ence?” many cited the variety of breakout 
sessions. As one response noted, “There 
was a wide variety of topics for a range 
of abilities so that everyone could learn 
something—differentiated instruction at its 
best.”

 ACTEM volunteers were indispens-
able for the success of the 20th conference. 
Conference committee member Diana 
Sommers again capably organized the Fri-
day registration area and was ably assisted 
by husband Bob Sommers, Crystal Priest,  
Joan Meehan, Dennis Crowe, Judy Chan-
dler and a group of Ralph Granger’s UMF 
students. Dennis Kunces, who planned 
the first “Maine Computes” conferences in 
1985-86 and has contributed his

Dennis Kunces has 
contributed his time to ev-
ery technology conference 

during his 23 years with 
Maine DOE 

time to all MAINEducation Conferences, 
ably coordinated the exhibit area. Dennis 
played a leading role in organizing the 
door prize session and assisted many in 
avoiding the long lunch line. Trey Bach

ner made several trips to the Civic Center 
prior to the conference, and was instru-
mental in providing wireless capability 
that at times topped 600 concurrent users.
 The closing door prize session 
features over 60 prizes. Greg French of 
Wales Elementary School won a MacBook 
provided by ACTEM. Bonnie Blagojevic 
of the University of Maine won an Apple 
iPhone presented by Floyd Calderwood, 

represent-
ing Pearson 
School Sys-
tems. Michael 
Richards of 
the Mildred 
Day School in 
Arundel won 
a Mac Mini 
and a copy 
of NoteShare 

Server courtesy of Scott Love of Aqua-
minds.  Joseph Knight of Georges Valley 
High School, one of 326 who completed 
the online conference survey, was the win-
ner of an iPod Touch.
 The opportunity to network with oth-
ers is frequently mentioned as a confer-
ence highlight. As one survey responder 
put it, the conference offers “access to 
forward-thinking people who also have 

the know-how to back it up.”
     The 21st MAINEducation Conference 
is scheduled for October 16-17, 2008 at the 
Augusta Civic Center.

Diana and Bob Sommers 
with Vince Vanier ready 
the registration tables

20th MAINEducation 
Conference Draws 870

Thursday’s Podcasting 
workshop participants 

spent 3 hours with Spran-
kle, Barr, & Oakes
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the Mildred 
Day School in 
Arundel won 
a Mac Mini 
and a copy 
of NoteShare 

Server courtesy of Scott Love of Aqua-
minds.  Joseph Knight of Georges Valley 
High School, one of 326 who completed 
the online conference survey, was the win-
ner of an iPod Touch.
 The opportunity to network with oth-
ers is frequently mentioned as a confer-
ence highlight. As one survey responder 
put it, the conference offers “access to 
forward-thinking people who also have 

the know-how to back it up.”
     The 21st MAINEducation Conference 
is scheduled for October 16-17, 2008 at the 
Augusta Civic Center.

Diana and Bob Sommers 
with Vince Vanier ready 
the registration tables

Conference 
Network 
Issues Again: 
The Real Story

Some of you may recall that 
MAINEducation 2006 expe-
rienced wireless/network is-
sues in October of 2006 similar 
to this past year.  Because of 
this, ACTEM members met 
with Civic Center staff in 
November of 2006 to see what 

could be done to improve their network.  After all 
ACTEM does have some technical expertise with-
in its ranks!   Prior to this meeting, ACTEM Vice 
President Crystal Priest in a conversation with 
Doretta York of MSLN discovered that there was 
an ATM connection at the Civic Center. Doretta 
suggested the Augusta Civic Center connect to 
MSLN resources specifically for the ACTEM con-
ference.  Crystal and others soon brought the sug-
gestion to the Civic Center’s attention. All agreed 
as this allowed for a larger pipe to he Internet 
for our MAINEducation conference. MSLN’s Jeff 
Letourneau and Dave Norton were instrumental 
in assisting with this conference innovation.
  A second issue involved access points in 
the Civic Center.  This same group of ACTEM 
members met with Civic Center staff to problem-
solve this issue. The Civic Center didn’t have 
budgeted funds to invest in its’ network at that 
time.   A deal was worked out where ACTEM 
would purchase access points plus offer techni-
cal assistance. ACTEM did purchased the access 
points with the agreement that it would receive 
discounted network services in the amount of 
the price of the access points over the next two 
conferences.  This deal seemed like a win-win 
situation for both the Civic Center and ACTEM.   
Trey Bachner of Falmouth designed, configured 
and assisted with the installation of 25 airports 
in the various meeting rooms of the Civic Center. 
“Our priority for improving the wireless was to 
ensure the 16 presentation rooms had reliable 
access,” noted conference chairman Gary Lanoie.  

Member networking is a 
conference highlight. 
ACTEM VP Crystal Priest, 
Deb Barrows of Crick 
Software, & Jerry White, SAD 
31 Superintendent catch up

(con’t on next page)
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With increased bandwidth and more 
access points – one would have thought 
things would be fine for MAINEducation 
2007.  That wasn’t the case for the second 
year in a row.
 A connectivity problem at the Civic 
Center proved the culprit.  It was more 
of a human/mechanical failure and the 
Civic Center was quite embarrassed to 
have this happen again at our conference. 
Two ACTEM members, Trey Bachner and 
David Trask came to the assistance of the 
Civic center along with representatives 
from CBE and Resara during the outage.  
This group of capable individuals had 
extensive communication with Augusta 
Civic Center officials while rectifying the 
problem. “MSLN was enormously helpful 
in addressing the network outage on Oc-
tober 12,” Trey commented. “We needed 
to eliminate problem areas and we quickly 
confirmed the problem was not with the 
MSLN connection.” The network issue 
was finally resolved after a 90-minute 
morning hiatus and on two occasions we 
had over 600 concurrent connections re-
corded during the height of the conference.
 The Civic Center asked ACTEM for 
recommendations on contracting with 
an established firm to provide ongoing 
technical support. At press time Trey had 
supplied two recommendations, which led 
to interviews and will subsequently lead to 
a new networking contractor. 
 ACTEM President Vincent Vanier 
added, “Our organization greatly appreci-
ates the collaborative effort of its members, 
the Augusta Civic Center staff, and the 
Maine School and Library Network in 
design and implementation of this project. 
We look forward to a flawless MAINEd 
2008 next fall.”
 ACTEM officers and conference com-
mittee members have scheduled a meeting 
with Civic Center officials January 7th.

Three 
ACTEM 
presidents, 
John Lunt, 
Vince Vanier, 
and Bob 
Stackpole at 
the Oct. 11 
banquet

ACTEM honors 
Educator of the Year
(from cover)

 “David is the Principal’s dream be-
cause he is the complete package,” said 
Michaud. “I know I can plant seeds, 
pick his brain, make undue demands, 
or sit back and just rely on him. His 
favorite line to the staff is ‘You Guys 
Rock’.”
 From Trask’s perspective, his 
humble start in education is a far cry 
from standing in front of the crowd at 
the ACTEM banquet on October 11, 
and being honored.
 “I never thought that when I 
started 21 years ago, I would be here 
tonight,” said Trask. “All I can say is 
that I hope you love your job as much 
as I love mine.”
 Trask’s enthusiasm for what he 
does spills over and influences anyone 
he comes in contact with. That can 
be colleagues in his building, fellow 
ACTEM members across Maine, or 
contacts he has made worldwide. Da-
vid is no stranger to sharing what he 
knows with others.
 And that’s kind of how it all 
started for this year’s winner.
 “I was a Special Education Teacher 
and I had a student that spent the en-
tire day in my room,” said Trask. “He 
was school phobic and I had to fine 
something to do with him. In the end, 
we took computers from the basement, 
fixed them, and put them back togeth-
er. In the end we had a room crammed 
with technology and it just took off 
from there. I learned so much from that 

kid while he thought he was learning 
from me.”
In the past year David has shifted from 
teaching applications to using technol-
ogy to help teach regular content. In the 
past, the norm would have been to teach 
Office and so forth. Now he models the 
use of technology in teaching regular 
content. And he does it with an enthusi-
asm that is infectious.
 “Perhaps what makes him the 
best is he is just the biggest kid in our 
school,” said Michaud.
 Another aspect of the shift away 
from specific applications is that, as 
David says, allows him to teach the 
concept instead.
 “Applications change,” said Trask. 
“Concepts do not (much). The result has 
been our students can use any program 
or operating system with ease.”
 Michaud concurs. “It is with pride 
that I can say that the students of Vas-
salboro Community School are some of 
the best prepared upon entering high 
school with regard to technology,” said 
the Principal. “Our students are able to 
sit down at any computer regardless of 
make, model, or operating system and 
simply get to work. This is very power-
ful and David made it happen.”
 So if you are looking for help from 
David, just remember to walk by his 
door with that metaphorical shovel on 
your shoulder, be it in person in Vas-
salboro, or by his electronic “door” on 
the ACTEM ListServe. Chances are you 
won’t have to turn too much dirt over 
before he comes by to help.
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Ann Marie Quirion Hutton

If science and technology 
were to ever create a Time 
Machine, Winslow Junior 

High’s Ann Marie Quirion-
Hutton (Mrs. Q-H) might 
very well be the first person to 
want to try it.
 “I wish I was a kid now 
with an MLTI laptop,” Mrs. 
Q-H said. “There is so much 
amazing stuff to do.”
 The comment was made 
when Ann was presented 
with the 2007 Educator of the Year 
award at the ACTEM banquet at the 
Augusta Civic Center on October, 11.
 Quirion-Hutton, an Art and Tech-
nology educator approaches her job 
with two purposes. One is to use cre-
ativity to get her students interested in 
technology, and the other is to facilitate 
those around her to help her colleagues 
be successful with technology as well.
 “I believe technology has a very 
creative yet logical nature about it, said 
Ann. “The programs we use today were 
invented by very creative people. Mov-
ies, photos, presentations, blogs, and 
more, are endless vessels to communi-
cate  through technology, endless ways 
to express ourselves.”
 Mrs. Q-H’s role in supporting tech-
nology in Winslow Junior High has not 
gone unnoticed.
 “Ann has been instrumental in 
moving teachers and students for-
ward to support student learning,” 
said Winslow Junior High Principal 
Hugh Riordan. “Seldom does someone 
possess the complete package: That is 
an individual with the understanding 
of the technical aspects of technology 
along with the skills to encourage and 
support people to utilize technology as 
a tool.”
 “I was very pleased to nominate 
Ann for this award,” said Gail Garth-
wait, a faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Maine. “It is obvious the impact 

she has had in Winslow just by seeing 
the reaction of the staff to her receiving 
this award. But I have seen her work 
first-hand in the Summer Technology 
Institutes in Belfast and elsewhere. Dur-
ing the year she hears back from people 
in her strand saying how much they are 
using what she taught them. Folks love 
her!”
 Mrs. Q-H has employed Moodle 
in her teaching and has created what 
she calls “Moodlemania” in her school. 
Other teachers use it, the office staff 
uses it for posting daily announce-
ments, and the school even used it to 
schedule and manage parent-teacher 
conferences.
 “I was out of the classroom one day 
and while at the seminar I logged into 
our Moodle and watched my classes 
complete the educational activities I 
had prepared,” said Ann. “The Moodle 
logged how long each student spent 
on each activity and their score. I even 
could communicate with my students 
if I chose to. It makes a big difference 
if the students know their teachers are 
with them virtually, if not physically.”
There was so much praise for Quirion-
Hutton that it is feared some of it might 
have gotten lost in the rush to post it all.
 “Ann Marie is a true visionary 
with the tireless energy needed to keep 
staff and students moving in a forward 
direction with respect to technology,” 
said school Librarian Jane Perry. “She 
is passionate about what she does and 

believes in empowering everyone.”
 “I teach with Ann Marie and must 
say she is at the top of the technology 
scale,” said Remedial Reading and 
English teacher Maryann Nyman. “She 
deserves this award because her skills 
need to be recognized.”
 Ann works to bring her expertise 
to all, regardless of the level of techno-
logical comfort. Whether it is the most 
complex functions of Moodle, complex 
movies and other presentations, or the 
simplest instruction, all benefit.
 “I know of no one more deserving,” 
said Mary Jane Stafford. “I wouldn’t 
even be emailing this recommendation 
if it weren’t for her. You should see my 
Moodle as well, not to mention that I am 
using a smartboard! Thanks to Ann, I’ve 
gotten pretty proficient and comfortable 
with the technology.”
 “I have fun doing what I do,” said 
Mrs. Q-H.
 Can you imagine how much fun she 
would have with that time machine?

Megan Rice and Rod Corey

If the goal is to find how technology 
can be completely and success-
fully integrated into an eighth grade 

environment, look no further than Frank 
J. Harrison Middle School in Yarmouth. 
It is there you will find Megan Rice and 
Rod Corey, a pair of eighth grade teach-
ers who have been awarded the 2007 
Educator of the Year Runner Up award 
that was presented Thursday, October 

Alice Barr- Conference 
Committee member, Pre-
Conference and Con-
ference presenter, EOY 
runner-up speaks at the 
ACTEM dinner.

2007 Educator of the Year
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11, at the annual ACTEM banquet at the 
Augusta Civic Center.
 According to Mike Arsenault, In-
structional Technology Integrator at Har-
rison, the two, even though they don’t 
work directly together, make a great team 
anyway, bringing balanced opportunities 
to the entire grade at the school.
 “As they create these opportunities,” 
said Arsenault, “Rod and Megan continu-
ally challenge each other to come up with 
new ways to use technology as a means 
to engage and reach all of their learners.”
 What really helps balance opportuni-
ties for students?  Not only is the pair not 
on the same team, they don’t even teach 
the same subjects. One teaches Science, 
the other Social Studies. It’s a win-win 
situation for the students of Yarmouth.
 “Instructional technology is incorpo-
rated in our classrooms on a daily basis,” 
said the winning duo. “We are continu-
ously updating and reevaluating our 
use of technology as we teach, looking 
for new ideas and ways to improve all 
aspects of our work.”
 One of the main goals of the recent 
expansion of the laptop program to high 
school teacher is to bring 21st Century 
teaching methods into the classroom. 
With the tools put in use by Rice and 
Corey, they are already ahead of the 
game.
The pair use email extensively in their 
classes giving students a channel of com-
munication between themselves and their 

teachers. Students can turn in assign-
ments using that tool, get clarification of 
what an assignment is, or if for example 
they are out sick, they can write in them-
selves, asking for their missed work.
 “Parents typically email us with 
questions regarding clarification or con-
cerns as well,” said the pair.
But their integration of technology isn’t 
limited to a 20th century trick like email. 
Rice and Corey are putting to use the 
software that comes installed on the MLTI 
iBooks. NoteShare is a core component in 
their instruction.
 “Rod and Megan have used Note-
Share with their students in various 
ways,” said Arsenault. “They have used 
it to transfer information about a unit 
of study to their students as well as for 
jigsaw activities where the students fill 
in sections with what they have learned 
about a topic. At the end of the class, each 
student downloads the complete note-
book to his or her laptop.”
 The Dynamic Duo doesn’t stop there 
however. Web 2.0 is present in Harrison 
with Rice and Corey at the controls.
“Our students also produce wikispaces, 
blogs, podcasts, and websites,” said the 
pair. “Further explanation of the program 
and samples of student work can be 
found at our Technology Integration Wiki 
at http://hmsintegration.wikispaces.
com. Students created ecology commer-
cials for Science and WWII newscasts for 
Social Studies. The use of this technology 

engages all students and it enables them 
to express their ideas.”
 According to Arsenault, the students 
are benefiting in a way that is very impor-
tant for the 21st Century.
“As you look at the body of work of these 
two educators, it is clear that they are de-
veloping ‘integrative and informed think-
ers in their classrooms,” said the Integra-
tor. “Rod and Megan provide exceptional 
learning activities for their students.”
In Rice’s view, it is the school that allows 
it to happen.
 “I just want to thank Harrison 
Middle School for their support,” said 
one-half of the honored pair. “We have no 
obstacles. Our administration and staff 
are just great.”
 Want to find Web 2.0 and 21st Cen-
tury learning skills in action? Schedule 
a field trip to Harrison Middle School in 
Yarmouth. You won’t be disappointed.

Alice Barr

Lights! Camera! Action!
 Whenever Alice Barr is around, be 
prepared to be recorded, dissemi-

nated and podcasted. Relax, it’s painless. 
True to form at the ACTEM banquet hon-
oring Barr as a 2007 Educator of the Year 
Runner Up  at the Augusta Civic Center 
on October 11, by the time her presenta-
tion was over, she was accompanied at 
the podium by her nominators Cheryl 
Oakes and Bob Sprankle, and of course, 
a digital recorder. Bob even recorded an 

Rod Corey & Megan 
Rice of Harrison Middle 

School, Yarmouth”
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introduction for their podcast while at the 
podium.
There is more to Barr than a podcast 
however. The educator holds a technol-
ogy integration position at Yarmouth 
High School. That alone is enough, but 
when you consider that her school is a 
1-1 high school with over 500 students 
and 60 staff, the task could seem daunt-
ing. Barr handles it and more as she takes 
her knowledge and spreads it to other 
educators.
“Yarmouth High School is fortunate 
enough to have Alice orchestrating our 
high school 1-1,” said Yarmouth Super-
intendent Dr. Kenneth J. Murphy. “The 
success of the program lies on Alice’s 
shoulders.”
“We have worked with Alice since the 
early days of SEED,” say her nominators. 
“We traveled the state training teach-
ers on using technology with the Maine 
Learning Results and using great criteria 
and assessments to validate their learn-
ing. When SEED funds ran out, the three 
of us continued out conversations virtu-
ally with a podcast developed by Bob.”
According to Barr, it’s all in a day’s work.
 “I am in the unique position of being 
involved with many teachers in their 
classrooms,” said Barr. “The expectation 
is that I will plan and work with teachers 
in all kinds of situations. I coach teachers 
on projects they want to complete, and 
I support them in improving their own 
technology use. We are aware of the shift 
that is happening as students are more 
tech savvy than ever.”
 Barr also knows that the students 
themselves are part of the solution in 
managing and integrating that much 
technology in a high school.
 “This year I am very excited to be 
part of the Student Government Technol-
ogy Team,” said Barr. “These students 
will take a leadership roll in the ways 
we expect students to use technology. 
They will be helping to roll out and set 
expectations for use this fall, and they 
will be making some decisions on where 
our vision is headed. My intention is that 
they will become part of the conversation 
as we continue to develop the continuum 
and will influence how we work toward 

21st Century skills.”
 As she did in her SEED days, Alice 
continues to share her knowledge with 
fellow educators. She teaches classes 
at the University of Southern Maine, 
and there is the bi-weekly SEEDlings@
BitbyBit podcast she does with Sprankle 
and Oakes. She also presents at ACTEM 
events and takes her act online as well 
with the Maine State Library. She will 
take part this year in the K-12 online 
conference as well http://k12onlinecon-
ference.org.
Oakes and Sprankle cut right to the chase 
when it comes to pinpointing the key to 
Barr’s success.
 “Alice recently debuted her first 
web cast for SEEDLINGS, demonstrat-
ing one of the key characteristics that we 
love about Alice,” said the pair. “She will 
try anything to do with technology and 
share her results. This demonstrates and 
reminds all technology users what it is 
like to be a novice and a beginner! Alice is 
always willing to demonstrate her love of 
technology with others.”
And push others.
 “Alice is always pushing me to try 
new things,” said Oakes. “I would feel 
fortunate if my kids were students there 
and being pushed by her.”
When it came time for Barr to accept her 
award, she was her usual humble self.
 I want to thank Bob and Cheryl for 
nominating me,” said the honoree. “I go 
back with them to where I got my start in 
SEED. It’s great to be here with all my col-
leagues. I want to thank my students as 
they challenge me to continue learning.”
 Those words were probably recorded 
for broadcast as well.
Yarmouth High School’s 1-1 program 
sounds like it is in great hands.
That’s a wrap!

President’s Message
(from Cover)  

change.  Why can’t a student from Maine 
effect worldwide response to their work?  I 
see no reason.
 Students these days are very adept at 
using 2.0 tools, but maybe not in the most 
appropriate way.  Why?  We don’t model 

how to make a good Facebook page, and 
we may not have a MySpace course in our 
curriculum any time soon.  But we certainly 
ought to have students critique each other’s 
writing, and that process alone is certainly 
valuable.  What are the do’s and don’ts of 
the 2.0 world?  Don’t ask students to model 
acceptable behavior if we haven’t talked 
about it or modeled it ourselves.
 How can we start?  Blogging seems like 
a natural start.  Whether they do it on a 
private blog or on a free public site, the 
students need to write to become better 
writers, and they need to read to become 
better readers.  If you’re looking for a free 
way to get your students blogging, then [ 
http://www.blogger.com ]www.blogger.
com or [ http://www.wordpress.com ]
www.wordpress.com  might be your solu-
tion.  Have your teachers set up a blog, 
and students can use that arena to share 
responses to material you’re covering in 
that class.  For those that want to host their 
solution, take a look at www.wordpress.org 
for a downloadable custom solution you 
could install inside of your own network. 
 Who knows, once you get started it’s 
only a short step from creating video.  You 
could begin podcasting, creating wiki’s, 
and using iChat or Skype with your 
students.  Then the world is truly at your 
fingertips.  This technology will not replace 
the teacher, but it certainly will empower 
them.  With these tools, you can create a 
student centered model of learning that can 
last a lifetime.

Maine in T&L Magazine

Maine was prominently featured in 
the November issue of Technol-
ogy and Learning Magazine (on-

line: http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/
newbay/tl_200711/).
 ACTEM’s 2007 Educator of the 
Year David Trask was pictured and 
quoted in an extensive Open Source 
section that included his program at 
Vassalboro Community School.
 Angel Allen and Darcy Pray 
(ACTEM EOY in 2001) were highlight-
ed in an article featuring Mt. Abram 
High School’s 1-to-1 laptop inititiative, 
with Crystal Priest’s MSAD 4 program 
cited for inspiration.



MEDMS Update 
January 7th

MEDMS Project Director Bill 
Hurwitch will update mem-
bers at the January 7 ACTEM 

meeting on the plan to deploy a new 
statewide data system on August 1, 
2008. The ACTEM meeting will begin 
at 9 a.m. at the Cross Office Building 
in Augusta with ATM available from 
Presque Isle, Yarmouth and Bonny Eagle 
high schools.
 At the September 17 ACTEM meet-
ing Bill announced the selection of Infi-

nite Campus from a pool of six bidders 
to be the next MEDMS provider. Infinite 
Campus, running on SQL, was the only 
vendor who came in with a full-hosting 
option. References pushed the deci-
sion as Infinite Campus is used as the 
state system in South Dakota, Montana, 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. It is 
currently being implemented as a state 
system in Kentucky.
 Infinite Campus was judged to 
be the best system for resolving issues 
when students transfer and has an easy 
to use process for looking up students 
enrolled in other districts. Schools will 
still be able to complete uploads from 
the local SIS and it is also possible to do 
an SIF crosswalk. Infinite Campus is SIF 
certified.
 A district SIS edition is included as 
the Commissioner wanted the state-
selected package to have the capability 
to also be a local SIS system.
 IC will be responsible for hardware, 
software and hosting at the IC data cen-
ter in Minnesota.  On-site and end-user 
training is a part of the project and IC 
has a help desk component. UNICOM 
will support Infinite Campus in provid-
ing local training and implementation 

including data conversion. 
 Three local pilot sites (South Port-
land, Biddeford and MSAD16/Rich-
mond) are planned for this school year, 
joining the other three schools in Maine 
who are already using Infinite Campus 
(MSAD #6/Bonny Eagle, MSAD #17/
Oxford Hills, and MSAD #61/Lake 
Region) with plans for the new state 
system to be in place by August 1, 2008.

STEM 
Summit 
January 24
Augusta Civic Center

ACTEM is a proud sponsor of 
the STEM (Science-Technology-
Engineering-Mathematics) 

Summit on January 24, 2008. Keynotes 
by Angus King, Chris Joyce of National 
Semiconductor, and Dr. Eric Klopfer of 
M.I.T.  Panel discussions include Gov. 
Baldacci, Commissioner Gendron, and 
UMS Chancellor Pattendaude. Breakout 
sessions feature Maine companies and 
education partnerships.  For more info and 

registration: www.steminme.org
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ACTEM BUSINESS MEETING
 JANUARY 7

Cross Office Building, Augusta 

9 am-12 noon 

Tentative ATM locations 
Presque Isle High School, Yarmouth High 

School, Bonny Eagle High School. 

Lunch for members in Augusta • Door 
Prizes • Detailed MEDMS Update

 • Training Opportunities • Software 
Promotions  • DOE News • Roundtable 

Discussion on Topics of Interest 
Open to all!


